Oxytocin and the induction of labor: use in a network of community hospitals.
This study uses a matched cohort design to compare the process and outcome of patients whose labor was induced using oxytocin with those entering labor spontaneously in a network of small community hospitals. The patients with induced labor more frequently had an arrest of dilatation and had infants who showed more abnormalities of fetal heart rate. There were no differences in infant APGAR scores. The previously reported increases in epidural anesthesia, episiotomy, and assisted deliveries in patients with induced labor were not found, suggesting a significantly different style of care provided by family physicians in small community hospitals.